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A Beginner's Guide to Group
Car Camping in Ontario
Provincial Parks

Car camping in Ontario’s Provincial Parks is an ideal way to reconnect with nature, spend quality
time with friends or family, and explore the breathtaking beauty Ontario has to offer. Unlike
backcountry or hike-in camping, car camping allows you to drive right up to your campsite, offering
the convenience of having your vehicle nearby.

Weather Preparedness

Ontario's weather can be unpredictable. Check the weather forecast for the duration of your trip.
Be prepared for both rain and shine, as conditions can change rapidly.

e Rain: Waterproof gear is essential. Ensure your tents have rain flies and consider bringing
tarps to create communal sheltered areas.

e Heat: Sunscreen, hats, and ample water are a must during summer. Some campsites
may not have shade, so consider bringing an umbrella or sun shelter.

e Cold: Even during the summer, nights can be chilly. Warm clothing and a good sleeping
bag are crucial.

Typical Activities

1. Hiking: Many provincial parks offer a range of hiking trails for various skill levels.

2. Swimming: Check for parks with lakes or rivers. Remember to prioritize safety; not all
swimming areas have lifeguards.

3. Canoeing/Kayaking: Rentals might be available, or you can bring your own.

4. Campfires: Most parks have designated fire pits. Ensure you follow park rules and only
use designated areas.

5. Wildlife Watching: Bring binoculars and a wildlife guide to spot native animals and
birds.



6. Stargazing: Away from city lights, the stars can be breathtaking. Consider bringing a
telescope if you have one.

Essentials to Bring for Group
Camping

Individual Items (each camper should have):

Tent (ensure capacity fits needs, e.g., 2-person, 4-person)

Sleeping bag appropriate for the season (beginners should opt to use regular blankets to
cut down on costs)

Sleeping pad or air mattress

Personal clothing (layers recommended)

Personal toiletries (biodegradable soap, toothbrush, etc.)

Water bottle and/or hydration pack

Flashlight or headlamp with extra batteries

Personal medications and first aid items

Group Items (only need one or a few for the group):

e Cooking gear (camp stove, pots, pans, utensils)

e Fuel for camp stove

e Food storage containers/bags (bear-proof if required)

e Coolers with ice or ice packs

e Biodegradable dish soap and sponges

e Trash bags (Leave No Trace - pack out what you bring in)

e Tarp or canopy for communal shade/shelter

e First aid kit (extensive for the group)

e Maps of the area and compass/GPS

e Fire starter/matches/lighter (check for fire bans or restrictions)
e Camp chairs or portable seating

e Water filtration system or tablets if relying on natural sources
e Food and drinks for the group (plan meals in advance)

e Insect repellent and citronella candles

Tools: Camp knife, axe (for firewood), and possibly a camp shovel

Remember, always respect the environment and wildlife, following Leave No Trace principles. Your
adventure in Ontario's Provincial Parks will be memorable as long as you're prepared and
respectful. Happy camping!



